
Weeding – Cultivating soil





It is the removal of weeds from the soil



• Weeds are unwanted plants that grow by itself in your garden or farm

• They are plants that can grow in almost any environment naturally and 
without us planting it

• They grow rapidly and persistently



• They grow by itself!

• They can grow fast and can grow anywhere!

• For example, if you grow an eggplant on an area. If you leave it unattended 
for a few weeks. There will be other plants growing around it.

• These unidentified plants are weeds!
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Soil without any 
plants

Weeds growing by itself if the soil is 
left unattended for a few weeks or 

months!



• Weeds compete with your plant for space, sunlight, water and soil 
nutrients (food for plants)

• It affects plant’s health and makes them weaker

• Weed can produce chemical substances that are toxic to plants

• Weed harbor pests and diseases and spread it to your plants

• Create mess in your garden
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• Pulling by hand (Time consuming)

– Hold the weed by its stem and pull gently

– It is important to remove the weed together with 
its roots (to prevent them from growing back)



• Removing with a hoe or spade (Faster)

– Place the tip of the blade  into the soil and push it under the roots. Then push 
the weed  downwards towards the ground to pull the whole root out
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Cultivating the soil meansà Breaking up and loosening the soil in the garden using a small or large 
hoe and spades



To break up/loosening crusty soil surface to allow:

1. Air à More air into the soil for the plants to breath

2. Water            àMore water into the soil for the plants to drink

3. Nutrients     à More nutrients into the soil for the plants to eat

4. Prevent weeds from growing!

Large Machines to cultivate farms the size of hundreds of acres.



1. Equip yourself with a hoe or spade



2. Push the hoe or spade into the soil (2-3 inches deep )



3. Lift the hoe with the soil



4. Turn over the soil



5. Repeat until all the garden area is covered
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